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LANSA V14 SP1 
 

LANSA Version 14 SP1 includes lots of new features and many 

enhancements that are all detailed in the Newsletter!  

 

 

The next V14 SP1 issues will be discussed in this Newsletter:  

¶ LANSA for Web Updates.  

¶ Visual LANSA Framework.  

¶ Updated Visual LANSA IDE Home Page.  

¶ Develop and Deploy Applications in the Cloud.  

¶ Installation/Upgrade/Deployment Enhancements.  

¶ LANSA Integrator.  
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1. LANSA for Web Updates 
 

1.a Responsive Design Features 
New key features in LANSA for Web help you in creating responsive layouts.  

 
 

Layout Managers 
A fundamental requirement in multi - channel applications is that they adjust to the size of the 

devices they are run on. Often these applications are complex, designed using Visual LANSA 

reusable -parts.  

 

To handle this complexity in Visual LANSA, you can use multiple layout managers. I n Visual LANSA 

14 SP1 all the layouts that have been created for the application can be selected from the ribbon, 

allowing you to easily work with different layouts at design time.  
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Designs 
Designs, which are roughly equivalent to CSS @Media queries, have been available since the 

introduction of LANSA Version 14.  

Designs define a point at which the DesignChanged event will fire. This allows you to apply a 

particular layout, or show/hide columns and so on when the event fires. The event is fired on ever y 

reusable part instance.  

 

 
 

 
 

A three -part introduction to developing responsive web applications using Visual LANSA V14 is 

available on the LANSA web site. You can access the videos here:  

http://www.lansa.com/game -changer/videos.htm#tab=#developers  

 

Or from the Home Page of the Visual LANSA IDE:  

 
  

http://www.lansa.com/game-changer/videos.htm#tab=
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Variable Sizing 
The biggest single addition to the language for responsive design is a new sizing model: Layout 

managers can be used to  size a control based on the size of its contents.  

 

 
 

Until this enhancement, the bounds of the control defined its size. If the content did not fit -  for 

example when the text was too long for a button -  it was truncated. Now you can specify that the 

but ton is resized to the width of the text so that the button immediately resizes if the text changes.  
 

 
 

Additional margin properties have been added where necessary to allow for internal spacing.  

 

 

Web Pages and Lists without Scroll Bars  

This new feature simplifies the creation of variable length web pages: the width of a control can 

remain fixed while the length increases, automatically increasing the length of the page. Used in 

conjunction with the Flow features of table layout, designing complex, multic olumn pages is now 

very simple.  

 

Variable sizing is also supported by lists, so adding entries can make the control longer rather than 

showing a scroll bar.  
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The variable sizing features are also in operation at design time.  

 

 

Layout Helper Changes 
New  sizing options have been introduced to the Layout tab on the editor ribbon to support 

responsive design:  
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1.b Web Page Templates/Sample Applications 
 
The new Visual LANSA web page templates offer a quick and easy to way to generate simple, 

abstract an d responsive web applications you can use as starting point when creating your own 

applications.  
 

 
  



 

Page 7 

 

1.c New Layout Behavior 
 
You no longer need to create a layout for a form, web page, panel etc. before dropping a control on 

it. You can create the layout after you have dropped the control, or if you do not create a layout, the 

IDE will create it as required.  

 

 
 
Also, controls no longer have a default layout behavior regardless of whether their container has a 

layout or not. This ensures a consisten t approach to laying out controls as the result of dropping a 

control on the UI is exactly the same every time.  

 

Previous Behavior 
Prior to version 14.1 it was necessary to create a layout manager for a container before controls 

could be laid out. When a c ontrol was dropped on a container, default layout behavior was applied to 

the control. This was OK for some scenarios, but was counterproductive in others, and if the 

container had no layout manager, the control would simply show using its default appearan ce.   The 

result was a conditional difference in behavior that could be confusing.  
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2. Visual LANSA Framework 
 
This section outlines new features in the EPC141006 version of the Framework.  

 

 

Ready-made Filters and Command Handlers 
New VLF -ONE Reusable Pa rts  are available when you create command handlers and filters.  

When you create reusable parts for the Framework, you can choose from four VLF -ONE options. 

(These options are available only if the VLF is installed in the partition.)  
 

 
 

 

Basic Command Handler and Basic Filter contain the minimal command handler and filter building 

blocks for developers familiar with creating Framework applications.  

 

Typical Command Handler and Typical Filter contain typical generic code and will compile and 

execute as generic versions.  

 

  



 

Page 9 

 

Associated Instances 
 

VLF-ONE command handlers support the concept of an 'associated' instance.  

 

When one or more instance level command handler tabs are initially displayed, they are assigned an 

'associated' instance ï in effect the #avListManager.CurrentInstance at the time they were first 

opened.   

 

The associated instance is a #VF_LM003O object ï just like the Current or a Selected instance.  

 

The associated item is directly exposed as property  #Com_Owner.avAssociatedInstance  and its  data 

values can be accessed by method#Com_Owner.avGetAssociatedInstance.  In most situations these 

can be used just like #avListManager.CurentInstance and #avListManager.GetCurrentInstance.  

 

In typical applications where only one set of instance level comm and handlers can be concurrently 

open, #avListManager.CurrentInstance  and #Com_Owner.avAssociatedInstance can be used 

interchangeably.  

 

However, if the business object allows multiple concurrently open instances, you will need to use the 

associated instanc e instead of the current or selected instance.  

 

Refer to the shipped Advanced example named Multiple Instance. It uses VL reusable parts 

DF_T61F1O and DF_T61H1O as filter and command handler that allow up to 5 business object 

instances to be concurrently o pen.  

 

It is important to note that when using multiple open instances, you should adopt a KISS design 

approach. Specifically, avoid using things like subtypes, peers, children, and conditionally available 

command handlers (tabs) to avoid getting into a com plexity tangle.  
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Hide instance list toolbars in VLF-ONE 
 

 

VLF-ONE 
The instance list toolbar can be hidden in VLF -ONE applications.  

 

The None option prevents the tool bar from being displayed above the instance list.  

The Top, Left, Right and Bottom options are all treated as Top.  

 

Note that hiding the toolbar may not free the space above the instance list because other options 

also appear in that area.  

  

 

 

VLF-WIN 
Set this option to Top, Left, Right or Bottom to cause a tool bar of the commands assoc iated with 

objects in the instance list to be displayed in the specified location. Set this option to None to 

prevent an instance list tool bar from being displayed.  

 

The existence and location of any instance list tool bar is an application designer contr olled feature.   

 

This option only applies to the shipped instance browser.  

 

 
 

 

This property is in the Business Object  Instance List/Relations  tab.  

 

 

 

 

Maintain users, authorities and custom properties in VLF -ONE  
 

Users, their authorities and associated custom property settings can now be maintained in VLF -ONE 

just as they can in VLF -WIN.  

 

Refer to the shipped VLF -ONE examples Administration application:  
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No list of Frameworks in logon screen 
 

If the Framework to be opened is specified on the start -up URL or by the entry point web page, the 

selection list is no longer displayed and the initial selection message is not issued.  

 
 
 

Filters and command handlers can be zoomed 
 

Filters and command handlers can now be zoomed and shrunk using a new st atus bar feature.  

Users can move the slider, or click on the bar to select a predefined size:  

 
 

As an example, here is the shipped Business Object 101 example with the filter exaggeratedly 

shrunk and the command handler exaggeratedly zoomed:  
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aXes-TS2 as RAMP-Tools engine 
 

Previously you could choose to use aXes -TS or aXes -TS2 as your run time execution engine, but you 

could not use aXes -TS2 as your RAMP Tools engine.  

 

You can now choose aXes -TS or aXes -TS2 as your RAMP Tools engine.  

 

That choice is made in the Server Definition tab:    

 
 

It is recommending that aXes -TS RAMP users consider moving to the standards compliant aXes -TS2 

engine, away from the Internet Explorer dependent aXes -TS engine.  

Note that you need to test your RAMP application after making this move.    
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Better Encryption for User Authority Options 
 

User and authority editing now uses better encryption, even when HTTP connections are used, 

noting that the use of HTTPS is recommended.  

 

 

 

 

Create desktop icon 
You can create a desktop i con for your VLF -ONE application using  Create Desktop Icon in the 

Execute Framework as VLF -ONE Application dialog.  

 

 
 

This option attempts to create desktop icon or shortcut to launch the displayed URL using the 

chosen browser.  

 

It is only usable for the  Chrome, Firefox and Internet Explorer browsers.  

 

 

Note 
There are various arcane Windows rules related to who can create desktop items.  

If the attempt to create the icon fails, copy the URL and then paste it into a manually created 

desktop item instead.  

 

 
 
 

Close button in message display 
 

The clear button has been removed from the display of messages and replaced by a close image.  

The close image and the up down scroll indicators have all been moved from the right to the left 

hand side.  
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Smaller collapsible toolbar in VLF-ONE 
 

The VLF -ONE main tool bar has been made considerably smaller, including using a smaller font.  

 
It now includes an option to collapse or expand it to increase the usable ódesktopô area. 

 

 

 

Method renamed 
The method #avFramework Manager.avReceiveServerMessages has been renamed 

avReceiveSystemMessageQueue to standardize message handling.  

 

If you have code using avReceiveServerMessages,  it needs to be changed to use the new name.  

 

 

 

You can add the ? icon to title panes 
You can display the ? icon on title panes and specify the hint text to be displayed using the  New 

Property #Com_Owner.avTitleBarHelp.  

 

To hide the ñ?ò icon set this property to an empty string. 

 

 

 

Quickly Clear Existing Messages 
You can now  Quickly Clear Messages in Your Code  using the Clearexistingmessages parameter in the 

avIssueMessage method.  

 

 
 

New Look Sign-in Dialog 
The default sign - in dialog now has a clean and minimalist look.  

The eye icon beside the password can be used to see the 

password that has been  entered.  
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Command handler tabs and instance list columns can be reordered 
 

Users can now reorder command handler tabs and instance list columns.  

 

 

Re-Order Command Handler Tabs 
Default is unchecked.  

 

If this option is checked for a business object, application or Framework, the user can re -order their 

command handler tabs using the Reorder Tabs option in the Change Settings menu. When this 

option is clicked, a menu is shown with an item for each tab. The user can then drag and drop these 

menu items t o rearrange the command handler tabs.  

 
 

 

The feature is not available when the Framework is running in tablet mode.  

 

This property is in the Business Object, Application and Framework  Command Display  tab.  
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Re-Order Columns Instance List 
 

If this option is checked, the user can rearrange the columns in the instance list.  

 

In VLF -WIN, the user can drag and drop the columns directly.  

 

In VLF -ONE, the user has a menu item in the Show/Hide Columns menu called Change Order. When 

this option is clicked, a menu showing all the columns is displayed. The users can then drag and 

drop these menu items to rearrange the instance list columns.  

 

The property only applies to standard instance lists, not to Panel Instance lists or Custom Instance 

lists.  

 

This proper ty is in the Business Object  Instance List/Relations  tab.  

 
 

 

 

 

Control the number of open command tabs 
 

There is a new option to control how many instances of the instance level command tab containers 

may be concurrently open in VLF -ONE. 

 

As a usage example, imagine a business object named Orders with a Details instance level 

command.  

Setting this option to 3 indicates that the Details of up to three orders could be concurrently 

displayed.  

 

The default and minimum value is 1, the maximum value is 9.  

 

Using any value other than 1 means additional design and resource usage considerations apply to 

your application.     

  

This property is in the  Command Display  tab.  

 

 

 

 

New option to upload Framework design 
 

You can upload your Framework design to the serv er using Upload Script  in the Execute Framework 

as VLF-ONE Application dialog.  
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Customized header and trailer panels in logon screen 
 

Customized header and trailer panels are available for the default logon screen.  

 

The shipped demonstration system shows this new feature by using reusable parts UF_OHEADP and 

UF_OTRALP to customize the header and trailer parts of the standard logon:  

 

 
 

Refer to the shipped source code for details of how to make your own customized logon header and 

trailer reusable pa rts.  

To completely replace the logon dialog, refer to the source code of shipped entry point UF_OEXEC.  

 

 

 

Logon timeout can be specified 
 

The logon timeout can now be defined.  

 

 

 

Slider pane can be opened programmatically 
 

A slider panel can open (float) o r close itself programmatically.  

 

The slider pane ancestor VF_AC028O now supports methods uFloatifClosed and uCloseifFloating that 

allow a slider to open (float) or close itself programmatically.  

 

 

 

Specify the location of buttons in RAMP VLF-ONE screens 
 

You can now define the location, size and separation of push buttons in RAMP VLF -ONE screens.  

  






































